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MFJiORANlXIM FOR I Il/OS 

SUBJECT: Events L(^adlng up to the Fremature Arrival oJf BQFIEJID 

Covert Aireraft in Qreeoe* 


1. Although arrangements of some two vedca standing had be«i made 
betvoen the Chief of the FIBHD Erojeet in Otdraanj and the Chief of the 
BDICT ^ i in Oreeoe> seheduling the departure from aemangr of the 
FIEND cbvert aircraft for midnight on 13 Septembor and providing fdr 
its arrival at areeee in the earlf morning hours of lU S^temberf this 
of floe received word on 16 September J27U2* IK l|li«72) that the 
covert plane had arrived in Greece prematurely at 1900 hours on 1? September 
end had made e night landing at Eleusia RHAF Alrbaae* 

2« As a result of this premature arrival^ the Orortc Air Force 
officer who was briefed to receive the plane was abaant from the field 
at the time* Since his subordinate was unwarnad^ on landing^ the U« S* 

Air Force crow was held temporarily hy Oreek military, the plane was 
searched, and the Aaerloan Military Attache was suBmoned to Elsusia to 
idsntify the crew. As soon as this last was done, however, the crew 
was released, and the briefed^ ^aelc officer, on hie return to EleuSis, 
took the necessary st^^s to further interest in the plane* 


3, On receipt of the above information, EE-T immediately requested 
a full investigation and report on the reasons for the premature departure 
of the aircraft from Oeraai^ (WASH 1U9S$« OUT 66fi97)*A In- 

structed to evaluate the extent of the damage to the urcraft’ e-^over 
and to take appropriate corrective measures* 


U* Undex(^ Jdireotlon,^ the Orec^a qui^ly quieted any 

further diacuasion of thu incident*/ 'J^imself dlseusaed the 

matter with Colonal Vade, the Air Atfaehe iiTXthens* To fHirther Inaure 
that Colonel Wade would not feel it neeesaary to offlelally inveatigate 
the lnoident,(^ ^requested that Oeneral Lewis be asked to s«od 
Wade a cable enjoining him to drop further investigation of the incident 


and ftLaaslfylng all discussion of the plane as "Top Secret", The wording 
of the proposed cable was passed ta *10 that he could arrange for 

General lewis' office h'trfl 
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^ On 18 ^^•e•l▼•<l « pr«lljtin*ry rnport 

f'rotu/ 3 fras 987i IN l4l62li) which Indleatwd that Air Foro# KMidquarttrw 
in Friuricfurt had, on lit own attiherityi altwrwd thw tt^edulod hour of 
depax^ture of _th« nov«rt plane* Further oonflrwation of this ^i®e recejjijWed 
from Athene cL 3791, IN lil936) when the crew (Japtaln toldc„ 
that he had adTieed Major Rarreid of General Lewla' office of the pro- 
posed advance in the time of departure and tliat Major Harrold aade no 
objflctlon* 

6. A more complete r<^ort waa received from(_^ ">*» ^ September 
(MUNI 1793# Ij* l*20d8) In idiioh he stated that he had asked Air Force 
Keadquarters^t least I46 hours prior notice of ao7 proposed change In 
the scheduled d^>er^e time. On 11 SeptesberJ J**®*^^*^ ecnflnsatlon 
from Rarreid that the take-off had been deflniteTy flxM at midnight on 
13 September as rsqusstsd. C J onflrmed this to Oreeoe* Hewevery 
it was not until noon on 13 September that Hari^jld telephonety ^ \ 

using guardsd languags, to say that there had been e change in 8cha<Eite* 

As a reaiilt of this obseanring of tslsphone security, there apparently 
reeulted a mutual mlsundarstandingj^ ^njtors tending that the plana 

would now arrive on lU September In the Evening rather than in the 
early morning aa taheduled* He Immediately sent a priority cable to 

\adviaing him of this delay* Unfortunately, Harrold had intwided 
‘Co eonviy that It waa the evening of the 13th on which the plane would 
now arrive# and it muet have bems already airborne at the time of hie 
call. 


7, On the basis of a study of the cables, uoon receipt of 
assurance Uvat the covert aircraft was now under the excellent physical 
security of the Greek Service, and that, with the dispatch of a cabla 
to Colonel Wade by General Lewie, no further investigation of the in- 
cident in Greece would be forthcoming# thie office indicated to 
(WASH lSr6k, OUT 67827) that it was our feeling that he had done hla 
best to oeordlnats the plane* s departure time, and that the respon- 
aibili^ for the premature departure lay with U, S, Air Force Headquarters 
in Germany* 

8* ^admirable handling of the incident, considered 

together 'with the ^Imary operational importance of the cov«i*t aircraft 
itself to the FUND and STAJH Projects and with the long preparation 
and pains-taking work that has besn required to bring it in operational 
condition to its present location, precludes# in the opinion of thie 
office, the need for any change in operational plans at a result of 
this incident. 
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